SPANIELS

owner may console himself "with the thought
that many of the characteristics described are
hereditary if a puppy fro-m CE go oil stratn of work-
ing ancestors is chosen.

INHERITED CAPABILITIES

And here it may be of interest if 1 suggest the
characteristics which, in my experience, are likely
to be inherited.

As a general rule most spaniels range and
quarter their ground by instimct (as compared
with the lack of such a tendency in the average
retriever), and when we remember that we have
records of spaniels being; u&ed to hunt game 500
years ago, when they were used, of course, as
assistants in the sport of hawking or netting, it is
not surprising that such a characteristic has be-
come more or less fixed.

But with regard to the inheritance of the instinct
to retrieve, the intending pure-baser of a spaniel
puppy must use discrimination when selecting a
promising youngster to train, In the case of a
good pedigree springer spaaid, it is probable that
the majority of its ancestors heave been selected
and trained to retrieve game* and the average
descendant should inherit the instinct. Markham,
writing about the year 1600, describes how the